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2-2 Milestone One: Identify a Social Problem
The social issue that I have chosen is Mass Incarceration in America.  In the United States, individuals are sent to prison more often for minor offenses. The other is the war on drugs which targets people for drug possession or drug dealing which result in overcrowded prisons with all these drug-related offenses. The changes have transformed the size of the prison population in the United States. I chose this social issue because the United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world at 756 per 100,000 including juveniles and adults. “The judicial system in the United States is ineffective due to the men and women who have not been convicted of a crime either lose their job, rot in unsafe, overcrowded, and understaffed jails waiting for their day in court” (Brown & Patterson, 2016). For example, “inmates in Chicago jails in 2015 served the equivalent of 218 years more time waiting for trial than the sentences they would be given. Housing inmates for this long cost taxpayers millions of dollars” (Brown & Patterson, 2016).
Today more than 2 million people are locked up in prisons and jails in the United States. In state prisons, African American men are imprisoned at a rate of 5 times higher than white men. More than 60% of people in prison are African Americans.  “For black males in their twenties, 1 in every 8 is in prison or jail on a given day. Three-fourths of all persons in prison for drug offenses are people of color” (American Friends Service Committee, 2012). The social problem relates to the community local or global because it will impact low income and unskilled young men without a high school diploma or post-secondary education especially the African American community (American Friends Service Committee, 2012)


References
American Friends Service Committee. (2012, November 27). The Growing Problems of the Prison System. Retrieved July 13, 2018, from https://www.afsc.org/story/growing-problems-prison-system
Brown, T., & Patterson, E. (2016, June 28). Wounds from Incarceration that Never Heal. Retrieved July 13, 2018, from https://newrepublic.com/article/134712/wounds-incarceration-never-heal

